










ALLENTOWN PEDIATRIC & ADOLESCENT MEDICINE 
SAFETY CONCERNS 

6 – 12 MONTHS 
 

Hundreds of children younger than 1 year die every year in the United States. Most of these 
deaths are preventable. Safety concerns are of utmost importance as your child begins to roll 
over, sit, stand, crawl and walk. This is the time to baby proof your house to make it safe for 
your quick and inquisitive child! 
 
FALLS 
 
Use gates on stairways and doors and install window guards on all windows above the first floor. 
 
Remove furniture with sharp corners in the rooms where your child plays. 
 
Remove dangling cords, wires, tablecloths, potted plants that are within reach of an infant or 
toddler. 
 
Do not use a baby walker. Your child will tip it over, fall out of it, or fall down the stairs in it. 
Baby walkers allow children to get to places where they can pull hot foods or heavy objects 
down on themselves. 
 
If your child has a serious fall or does not act normally after a fall, call your doctor or 911. 
 
BURNS 
 
Never leave cups of hot beverages on tables or carry hot liquids or food while holding your 
child. 
 
Never allow your child to crawl or walk around stoves, ovens, wall or floor heaters, or other hot 
appliances. A safe place for child if you are unable to give your full attention to him is a playpen, 
crib, or high chair. 
 
Never leave a hot iron or curling/straightening iron within reach of a child. 
 
To prevent hot water scalding, be certain your hot water is not set above 120!. 
 
If your child does get burned, put cold water on the burned area immediately. Then cover the 
burned area loosely with a bandage or clean cloth and call your doctor. 
 
 



 
FIRE SAFETY 
 
Smoke alarms are necessary near the bedrooms and on each floor. Test the batteries monthly 
and replace every year. Carbon monoxide detectors are important as well. Have a working fire 
extinguisher and plan for escape. 
 
DROWNING 
 
Never leave your child alone in or near a bathtub, pail of water, wading or swimming pool, or any 
other water, even for a moment. Empty all the water from a bathtub, pail, or any container of 
water immediately after use. Keep the door to the bathroom closed. Drowning can occur in less 
than two inches of water. 
 
POISONING AND CHOKING 
 
Small objects and balloons are choking hazards. Do not feed your child foods like carrots, hot 
dogs, grapes, peanuts, popcorn or raisins that are easily choked on.  
 
Be prepared to administer first aid to a choking child.  
 
Keep medicines, household cleaning products, chemicals completely out of sight and reach of 
your child. Use safety latches or locks on drawers and cupboards.   
 
If your child swallows something that could be poisonous, call the Poison Control Center of WNY 
at 878-7654 or Toll Free at 1-800-222-1222 immediately. Do not make your child vomit. 
 
STRANGULATION AND SUFFOCATION 
 
Place your baby’s crib away from windows. Cords from window blinds and draperies can strangle 
your child. Tie cords high and out of reach. Do not knot cords together.  
 
CAR SAFETY 
 
An infant must always ride in a rear-facing car seat in the back seat until he or she is at least 
one year of age and at least 20 pounds. A rear-facing car seat should never be placed in front 
of a passenger air bag. The safest place for all children is the back seat. 
 
Do not leave your child alone in a car. Keep vehicles and their trunks locked. Death from excess 
heat may occur in a closed car in warm weather in a short time. 
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